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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Maureen McKeen 
 

What a difference a day makes. Or does it any more? The other day when I 
thought about working on the “President’s Message” I actually started to 
focus on a February message; yikes! I know my days are all eerily similar, so 
what does one talk about when every day, week and month is relatively the 
same? 
 
It's hard to believe that it's been a year since we were able to get together. 
How have you been filling your days and keeping spirits up? Most people I 
talk to are making a concerted effort to bundle up and embrace winter, 
whether it's a walk down the block or a hike in the woods. I've been trying to 
get cross-country skiing as much as possible. I've noticed there are many 
more skiers this year which is wonderful as it means we can actually see and 
greet people as we ski past each other. The ski trails help give me some of 
that human contact I'm so missing, even if it's for a fleeting second. 
 
The other challenge I've experienced is a lack of creativity and just not being 
able to land on a quilt project that really excites me. I started down one path 
with a focus on birds but it just wasn't coming together so I changed gears 
and decided to do what I always do when stuck; just play. I'm calling it my 
“Covid Dreaming” quilt and like a dream I have no idea where I'm going or 
when it's going to end.  My husband asked me if knew what I was doing and 
I replied, “absolutely not”. But when you're blocked, it's freeing and it's kind 
of like the advice that's given to writers, to just start writing; the words will 
start to flow and make sense at some point. My quilt might never make 
sense but the colours and ideas are starting to flow. It feels great to not 
stress about the finish and just take it one day at a time. So I’m embracing 
the journey and in the words of Ernest Hemingway “ it is good to have an 
end to journey toward; but it is the journey that matters, in the end.” 
 
Respectfully 
Maureen 
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Kawartha Quiltmakers’ Guild 

P.O. Box 50052 

RPO Lansdowne & High Street 

Peterborough, Ontario  

K9H 8R1 

In person meetings have been suspended due to Covid 19 

NEWSLETTER  

SUBMISSIONS 
If you would like to submit 

an item to our newsletter, 

please contact us at  

kqgnews@gmail.com 

Wednesday Afternoon Group 

Hello everyone. Are you sewing up a storm during these cold-

er days? How many projects have you made this year?  Aren't 

we blessed to have such a rewarding pasttime - to sew, to 

create, to share. Speaking of sharing, we are looking for pic-

tures of your achievements.  Show 'n' Tell is always such a 

highlight of our meetings and we miss seeing everyone's  

creations.  Please consider sharing your pictures in the guild 

website photo gallery.  Help inspire others.  Are you ready for 

spring?  Who isn't, right.  The March project will have you 

thinking of just that.  Bring on the sunshine, flowers and 

warmth.  Watch your email for project information the first 

week of March. Until then, keep the creativity flowing, the 

sewing machine humming and your spirit happy. 

Take care.  Be good to yourselves. 

P.S.  The W.A.G. planning committee would appreciate your 
feedback regarding the projects featured  this year.  Please 
send your comments to Sherry Harnden or Maureen O'Neill.  
Thank you. 

Are you thinking of spring yet? 
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FACEBOOK 

We can just imagine all of the beautiful 

quilts and other projects that you are all 

finishing and working on and you can't 

wait to show all of these lovely things to 

your fellow guild members.  Debbie Fisico 

presented a  question - how could we 

share our work during this time?   

As you may or may not know, our Guild 

does have a Facebook Page and after con-

sultation with Debra Graham, one of the 

administrators of the page, it is felt that 

this page would be a wonderful avenue 

to share our work and to stay connected 

with our quilting friends.  

 We do understand that not everyone wants to 

have a Facebook page or join Facebook pages; 

however, if you do our Facebook Page is a pri-

vate page where only the Kawartha Quiltmak-

ers' Guild members are invited to join.  If you 

are interested in sharing your work or topics of 

interest to our group through Facebook please 

join us at:  https://www.facebook.com/

groups/927962140649057/   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/927962140649057/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/927962140649057/
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NOMINATIONS ……..The vacant positions are: 

Secretary      
Nominations (Chair and Helper) 
Newsletter Assistant    
Programs/Workshops (Chair and two – three Helpers) 
 

For more information on what is required for these positions please visit Executive on our Web Page.   

Please click on the position for a description of duties.  In addition, assistance from current members of these positions is 

available to acquaint you with the job.  Please consider taking on one of these positions.  For further information, or to  

volunteer, please contact Maureen McKeen at 705-868-9644.   

http://www.kawarthaquiltmakersguild.ca/Executive%20.html


March 2021                            Page Five 

GREEN SHOP 

Normally, donations of fabric and sewing notions can be donated to the Green Shop which is part 
of ARRAY Services.  However, the Green Shop is closed to the public and not accepting donations 
at this time.  Thank you. 

HELPING HANDS 

Helping Hands donated 215 quilts to the following charities in the past year:  Moose Factory hospital 
and the north, YWCA Crossroads, Cameron House, Palliative Care, Brock Mission, Y.E.S., Fairhaven 
nursing home, and autistic teens and adults in the Kenora region.  This leaves us with zero quilts in 
storage but not for long.  Thank you ladies for your contributions, generosity and quilting passion, it is 
all appreciated."  'quilt on and quilt strong'  Our hearts to yours,  Mags Salahub and Judy Semple 

SEW SEW 
Although members of this group are not meeting as a group during this time they continue to  
work individually on making hats and PICC line covers for patients undergoing cancer treatments.   
They also make toques and mitts for underprivileged children in area schools.  Your generosity in  
continuing to donate soft stretch cotton (or any cotton), polar fleece and ¼” to ½” elastic is  
appreciated.  Please contact Janice Byers at 705-745-6241 to make donation arrangements.   
Thank you. 

QUILTS FOR CANCER  Peterborough County 

We are a volunteer organization and  registered Canadian Charity whose mission is 

to deliver quilts to cancer patients in our community.  The quilts are intended to pro-

vide comfort and warmth to those undergoing cancer treatments and are provided at no 

cost to either the recipient or the person requesting the quilt.    

To order a quilt please contact us at cancerquiltsptbo@gmail.com or by leaving a 

message at 705.875.5596 Someone will contact you as soon as possible.  

Please note: We are not meeting at this time because of Covid-19.  We will notify you 

via this newsletter when we will start up again.  You can still request quilts and we do 

deliveries with safety protocols in place. For further info please contact Mary Burchell 

or Yvonne McMahon. 

MILK BAGS   
The Guild is collecting milk bags for a group who is making sleeping mats for people in third world 
countries. Marie Olver is continuing to collect milk bags during this time and can be contacted at 
her number on the membership list to arrange drop off.  Marie would appreciate it if the bags 
could be flattened out when they are delivered. Thank you. 


